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THE FGISE oF Fesiic StHect. ADU EDUCATION 
THE FelSe Vol. Il, No. 1, September 1961 


Dear Colleague: 





NAPSAE elections traditionally have been spirited and closely won or lost. This year 
was no exception. Robert F. Schenz, principal of Westchester Adult School in Los Angeles, 
Calif., emerged as the new president-elect for the 1961-62 school year. Runner-up in the 
close race was Stanley Sworder, California state director of adult education. Bob will take 
office at the close of the NAPSAE Conference in November when Wilmer Bell, director of 
adult education, Baltimore, Md., Public Schools, moves up to the presidency. 


Margaret Kielty, director of adult education in Fitchburg, Mass., was re-elected 
secretary-treasurer of NAPSAE. Elected to the board of directors for two-year terms were: 
Priscilla Rugg, coordinator, adult and homemaking education, St. Paul, Minn., Calvin R. Orr, 
director of adult education, Englewood, Colo.; J. Richard Smith, assistant superintendent, 
adult education, Los Angeles, Calif.; Harold B. Wilcox, director of adult education, Ferndale, 


Mich.; Paul Durrie, director of adult education, Stamford, Conn., and Alton P. Hadlock, state 
director of adult education, Salt Lake City, Utah. 


Members of the board of directors who will continue in office for another year are: Robert 
H. Coates, E.D. Goldman, Roy B. Minnis, Elmer Mueller, Harrison G. Otis, and Henry J.Ponitz. 


The NAPSAE Conference this year will get down to the rock-bottom issue of "How can 
the public schools - through their adult education program - help citizens of local corhmunities 
react to the changes that are constantly taking place all around them?" The short title -- and 
the theme -- is "Meeting the Challenge of Change." Conference keynoter will be Seymour E. 


Harris, professor of political economy at Harvard University and economic advisor to many agencies 
of the United States government. 





Dr. Harris' assignment will be to provide conference delegates with an overview of the 
nature of some of the changes that have been affecting our communities and our country. Some- 
times these changes we keep talking about -- other than the planet-circling trips of Majors 
Gagarin and Titov -- take place so imperceptibly that we move into a new era without fully 


recognizing that we have left an old one behind. Dr. Harris will try to help us see what this 
world of change looks like. 





After Dr. Harris has set the stage for the conference, delegates will be organized into 
workgroups to look at two key questions: (1) What are the kinds of tasks the public schools 
should be engaged in to help us live in a world of change? (2) What are the specific methods 
and techniques whereby public school adult education directors can go about getting the job done? 





More information about the conference will be mailed to you soon and advance registrants 
will receive materials in advance to help them prepare for active participation in the conference. 
The number of advance registrants, by the way, indicates that this conference is going to be a 
big one. If you haven't registered, do it now. Not only is the program going to be stimulating 
and helpful, but the nation's Capitol is a fascinating place to visit. Many advance registrants 
have indicated that they are bringing their spouse. How about you? 
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NAPSAE began its three-year, $225,000 public school adult education development 





program on July 1. The program has been made possible by a grant from The Fund for Adult 
Education. Its purpose is to stimulate and extend liberal adult education and education for public 
responsibility within the public school adult education program of the country. | 





A key point of the new program is to enable demonstration school districts, now employing 
a director only half-time, to raise the post of director to full-time status. The additional time is to be 
used in developing general adult education programs or programs for civic responsibility. For the 
first year of the program, these communities have been selected: Baltimore (Md.) County Schools 
(does not include the city of Baltimore), Poughkeepsie, N.Y., Herkimer, N.Y., and Warren, R.|I. 
At least one other will be announced during the month of September. | 





Many other applications were received and are being held over for consideration in the final 
two years of the program. During this first year, some attempt at geographical concentration was 
made in order to facilitate servicing the program and to provide in-service training. Also, the 
committee favored communities where there is state adult education leadership. It was felt that 
this would help spread the program to other communities in the project states. Applications may 
be made now for grants to be made during the second two years of the program. They should be 
made either through the state director of adult education or the state superintendent of public in- 
struction. The chairman of the NAPSAE projects committee is Elmer A. Mueller, state director 
of adult education in Minnesota. 





The projects committee also awarded a grant of $2500 to Texas,to set up an in-service 
training program for local directors of adult education. Similar grants have been made, tentatively, 
to Hawaii, Michigan, and Florida, subject to the presentation of detailed in-service training plans. 





Speaking of in-service training, a new NAPSAE booklet on the subject is due for publi- 
cation later this month. In-Service Training for Teachers of Adults is a concise, 24-page guide 
for directorsfor use in preparing an in-service training program for their teachers. The booklet will 
sell for 50¢ per copy. You'll be getting more information on this soon. 





A total of 63 television stations already have booked NAPSAE's movie, "Learning for Life." 
More bookings are coming in daily. The film will be available for sale or loan to NAPSAE members, 
but no public showings may be made until after all TV commitments have been met. This does 
not preclude using it in an in-service training meeting, however. Black and white prints will sell 
for $35; color for $135. No charge will be made for borrowing the film but shipping charges must 
be paid both ways by the borrower. Due to delays in the film laboratory, we do not yet have prints 


for sale and only one is available for loan, but we expect delivery on additional prints sometime 
this month. 








At the Denver Conference last October, members present at a "Standing Room Only" business 
meeting, unanimously voted to raise the dues of Active Members from $4 to $10 yearly. While it was 
agreed that the dues increase was inevitable, many members felt that the action would cause a drop 
in membership as renewal dates rolled around. The severest test of this is in the initial phase, now. 
September is the first of the three consecutive big renewal months. Up to now the dues increase 
has not affected the renewal rate. In fact, Active Memberships have been showing a hardy net gain 
during the summer months. Total membership now stands at 5207. The breakdown is 1013 











Active Members and 4194 Associate Members. The total reflects a 2000-member increase over 
the past 12 months. When your renewal notice arrives, show your support of NAPSAE by acting 
promptly. 





Fourteen states are now participating in the federally-financed Civil Defense Adult Edu- 
cation Program of the U.S. Office of Education. The new states: Hawaii, Illinois, Mississippi, 
New Jersey, New Mexico, Oregon, and South Carolina. The others: California, Florida, Kentucky, 
Louisiana, Minnesota, Nebraska, and Texas. Federal contributions to the states during fiscal 
year 1962 will amount to about $1,120,000. The funds are used by the participating states to employ 
a staff to administer the program, train teachers, and pay local teachers to conduct the adult classes. 








As a follow-up to the White House Conference on Aging,held in Washington last spring, the 
Adult Education Section of the Department of Health, Education and Welfare has planned a series 
of regional conferences, around the country, to implement the Conference findings and recommendations 
relating to education. NAPSAE, along with nine other national educational associations, is a 
co-sponsor and supplies program personnel for the conference. So far, Indiana and Rhode Island 
have had conferences. Coming up this month are meetings in Salt Lake City, Utah, and San 
Francisco, Calif. A total of nine conferences are scheduled during this calendar year. 





The U.S. Office of Education, including its adult education section, has moved into a new, 
ultra-modern office building (Federal Building No. 6), across the street from its old location in 
the main HEW building. Sharing the building with our colleagues is the National Aeronautics and 
Space Agency (NASA). Who's on the top floors? The space people. Whoelse? (But if you're 
drawing analogies, don't forget that space scientists need a good "foundation" of education.) 





One of the most discussed recent publications of the U.S. Office of Education is the so- 
called "Babbidge Report" of the Committee on Mission and Organization, entitled, A Federal Agency 
for the Future. This is a staff committee report for discussion purposes only and does not reflect 
final recommendations of the Department of Health, Education, and Welfare. The chairman of the 
Committee was Homer D. Babbidge. 











One of the key provisions of the report is the creation of a Bureau of Educational Research 
and Development. The Bureau would be composed of three large centers: The Center for Higher 
Education, The Center for Secondary and Elementary Education, The Center for Continuing Edu- 
cation and Cultural Affairs. The Center for Continuing Education and Cultural Affairs would have 
four branches; Library Services Branch, Adult Education Branch, Cultural Affairs Branch, Special 
Educational Services Branch. It is anticipated that the NAPSAE Board of Directors will make a 
study of the recommendations as they relate to adult education and then send an official communi- 
cation to the Commissioner of Education stating its position. 





Names in the News: Governor Elmer L. Anderson of Minnesota had this to say when he 
addressed the Missouri Valley Regional Adult Education Conference last May "All of us need 
citizenship training, 1960 style, to recognize the new world in which we live, the responsibilities 
that we have as individual citizens, and the things we need to know about the world in which we 
have such great responsibilities for leadership." Alton P. Hadlock, director of adult education 
in Utah, has announced his resignation to become director of university extension at the University 
of Utah. Robert A. Luke has been reassigned as associate director of the Division of Adult Edu- 
cation Service of the NEA. In the new assignment, he has increased responsibility for developing 
and directing the adult education program of the Division under the Division's director, Leland P. 
Bradford. Thomas J. McLernon continues as assistant director of the Division. On July I, 
Virginia Warren, formerly with the NEA's Press and Radio Division, joined the NAPSAE staff as 
assistant director of the Public Information Project. Mrs. Warren's assignment is to acquaint the 
American public with the aims, benefits, needs, and potential of adult education, aimed at national 


general-circulation magazines and Sunday supplements as well as the pages of specialized education 
publications. 




















In Pennsylvania during the spring, a drastic overhaul of the entire system of public edu- 
cation was proposed by the Governor's Committee on Education. Among the recommendations 
was this one: "The state should assume reimbursement for adult education programs on the 
basis of the school code. Adult recreation programs should not come under reimbursement. Neither the 
state nor the local district should overlook adult education in the total educational picture... 
adult education is an integral part of education as a whole." 





Other State News --- Arkansas has received $50,000 to establish a state-aided adult 
education program...the Connecticut legislature has increased the amount of reimbursement for 
adult education programs to each community...Wisconsin has received increased financial 
support for adult education...Louisiana, New York, and Florida adult education programs all 
weathered the annual state economy drives. More state legislative news will appear in 
the October issue of Legislative Summary, published quarterly by the NEA Division of Adult 
Education Service, and edited by Tom McLernon. The Summary will appear this year in a new 
format and will be sent to all NAPSAE Active Members as a membership bonus. 








The long-awaited report on literacy and education statistics,developed from the 1960 
Census,is due for release this month. You may want to alert your school, state, or public 
librarian to forward a copy of the report to you as soon as it is received. Interest is being gained 
by the way, for taking the census every five years instead of every ten. The possibility is 
being studied by Rep. John Lesinski (D-Mich.), chairman of the House Census Sub-Committee. 





Cordially, 


Rit Q duke 


Robert A. Luke 


sok The Wall Street porsrnah of 1, Larned g CT 
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